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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


THE ANDY WARHOL MUSEUM AND PLEXIFILM ANNOUNCE DVD 


RELEASE OF “13 MOST BEAUTIFUL...SONGS FOR ANDY WARHOL'S 


SCREEN TESTS” 


(Pittsburgh, PA)…April 15, 2009… The Andy Warhol Museum and Plexifilm 


announce the DVD release of 13 Most Beautiful...Songs for Andy Warhol's Screen 


Tests 


 


The Andy Warhol Museum in partnership with Plexifilm has released a new DVD 


titled 13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests.  The DVD is the 


first authorized release of Andy Warhol’s Screen Test films which features 13 of 


Warhol’s silent film portraits. The Screen Tests selection on the DVD are Paul 


America, Susan Bottomly, Ann Buchanan, Freddy Herko, Jane Holzer, Dennis 


Hopper, Billy Name, Nico, Richard Rheem, Lou Reed, Edie Sedgwick, Ingrid 


Superstar, and Mary Woronov.  Shot at Warhol’s Silver Factory in New York City 


between 1964 and 1966, the Screen Tests are presented with newly commissioned 


soundtracks by Dean Wareham and Britta Phillips. 


 


Distributed by Plexifilm, 13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests 


is available in two versions, a retail DVD priced at $34.99 and available at retailers 


nationwide, and a limited edition DVD with a hardcover book bound package and 


hand-printed, 8” x 10” archival gelatin-silver film-still.  Both versions are available 


for purchase at The Warhol Store (www.warholstore.com) and contain DVD extras, 


including a behind-the-scenes documentary on the live production of the 13 Most 


Beautiful... Songs for Andy Warhol's Screen Tests performances and a video 


interview with Dean & Britta about the project. The accompanying booklet includes 


brief biographies of the Screen Test subjects, liner notes from The Warhol’s Thomas 


Sokolowski, Geralyn Huxley, and Ben Harrison and notes on the music from Dean 


Wareham.  


 
The Andy Warhol Museum 


117 Sandusky Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5890 
T 412.237.8300 
F   412.237.8340 
W  www.warhol.org 


Warhol shot nearly 500 Screen Tests of individuals – the famous to the anonymous 


– who visited the Factory studio.  Warhol captured these stunning portraits with his 


stationary 16mm Bolex camera on silent, black and white, 100-foot rolls of film.  
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The two-and-a-half minute films were screened in slow motion and the result is a 


fascinating collection of four-minute compositions that hold the power to captivate 


an audience. 


 


Songwriters Dean Wareham and Britta Phillips, (formerly of the band Luna and 


currently recording as Dean & Britta), created a soundtrack for the 13 Screen Tests, 


incorporating original compositions and cover songs.  As a series of live multi-


media performances commissioned by The Warhol and the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 


for the Pittsburgh International Festival of Firsts 2008, 13 Most Beautiful…Songs for 


Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests with Dean & Britta has traveled to contemporary art 


centers, museums, and festivals throughout the U.S. and Canada.  Beginning this 


summer, the project continues with a European and International tour, including 


performances in France, Italy, Ireland, Scotland, and Australia.  Additional U.S. 


dates are also scheduled for fall 2009. 


 


The Warhol Museum and Pittsburgh-based media innovators Brunner Digital have 


combined efforts to promote the DVD launch of 13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy 


Warhol’s Screen Tests.  The collaborative mobile marketing project utilizes 


emerging BlueCast™ technology and text messaging to deliver a digital coupon to 


Warhol visitors.  The coupon, offering customers 13 percent off the retail price of 


the DVD, is redeemable at The Warhol Store until May 5th, 2009.   


  


            
 


The Andy Warhol Museum receives state arts funding support through a grant from 


the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth 


of Pennsylvania; the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency and The 


Heinz Endowments. Further support is provided by the Allegheny Regional Asset 


District. 
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About The Andy Warhol Museum 


Located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the place of Andy Warhol’s birth, The Warhol 


is one of the most comprehensive single-artist museums in the world. The Andy 


Warhol Museum is one of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh. Additional 


information about The Warhol is available at www.warhol.org. 


 


About Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh 


Founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1895, Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh is a 


collection of four distinctive museums dedicated to exploration through art and 


science: Carnegie Museum of Art, Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Carnegie 


Science Center, and The Andy Warhol Museum. In 2007, the museums reached 1.3 


million people through exhibitions, educational programs, outreach activities, and 


special events. 


  


 


### 


 


 


Phone:  412.237.8300 


Hours:  Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat and Sun 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 


  Fri, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. 


  Mon closed 


Admission: Members – free 


  Good Fridays 5-10 p.m., Half-price Museum admission 


  Adults - $15; Sr. Citizens - $9; Children/Students - $8 


  The Warhol Store/The Warhol Café – free 



http://www.warhol.org/
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Contact 


Rick Armstrong 
E armstrongr@warhol.org 
T 412.237.8339


Program order: 


 


Screen Test: Richard Rheem 


“Richard Rheem Theme” 


 


Screen Test: Ann Buchanan 


“Ann Buchanan Theme” 


 


Screen Test: Paul America 


“Teenage Lightning (and Lonely Highways)” 


 


Screen Test: Edie Sedgwick 


“It Don't Rain in Beverly Hills” 


 


Screen Test: Billy Name 


“Silver Factory” 


 


Screen Test: Susan Bottomly 


“International Velvet Theme” 


 


Screen Test: Dennis Hopper 


“Herringbone Tweed” 


 


Screen Test: Mary Woronov 


“I Found It Not So” 


 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


117 Sandusky Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5890 
T 412.237.8300 
F 412.237.8340 
W www.warhol.org 


One of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh 
- more - 
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Screen Test: Nico 


“I'll Keep it With Mine” (Dylan) 


 


Screen Test: Freddy Herko 


“Incandescent Innocent” 


 


Screen Test: Ingrid Superstar 


“Eyes in My Smoke” 


 


Screen Test: Lou Reed 


“Not a Young Man Anymore”  (Reed/Cale/Tucker/Morrison) 


 


Screen Test: Jane Holzer 


“Knives from Bavaria” 


 


 


Andy Warhol, Screen Tests, 1964-66  


16mm film transferred to Beta SP videotape 


Black and white, silent, 4 minutes each at 16 frames per second 


Collection of The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh 


Contribution The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. 


All films ©2008 The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh, PA, a museum of 


Carnegie Institute. All rights reserved. 


 


  


  


Dean Wareham - vocals, guitars 


Britta Phillips - vocals, bass, keyboard 


Matt Sumrow - keyboards, guitars 


Anthony LaMarca - drums, bass, acoustic guitar, samples 
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Peter Arsenault, Sound Engineer 


Production Design by Clear Story Creative 


Rob Long, Lighting Designer 


Doug McDermott, Technical Director 


 


 13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests, is a project jointly 


commissioned by the Andy Warhol Museum and Pittsburgh Cultural Trust for 


the Pittsburgh International Festival of Firsts 2008. 


 


Dean Wareham was born in New Zealand, and moved to New York City in 1977. 


He attended high school in New York, also attending shows at CBGB’s, the 


Mudd Club, and Hurrah. In 1985 he graduated from Harvard University with a 


degree in Social Studies. He founded the Boston trio Galaxie 500 (as 


singer/guitarist and songwriter), recording three albums between 1988 and 1991. 


His next band Luna recorded seven studio albums and toured the world between 


1992 and 2004, appearing on MTV, VH1 and Late Night With Conan O’Brien. 


He now performs and records with wife Britta Phillips for the Zöe/Rounder label. 


They have released two full-length albums, L’Avventura and Back Numbers, and 


composed the score for The Squid & the Whale. Dean’s memoir, Black 


Postcards, a personal and cultural chronicle of fifteen years spent in indie rock, 


was published by Penguin Press in 2008, and will be available as a Penguin 


paperback in May, 2009.  


 


Britta Phillips grew up in Bucks County, PA. She moved to NYC as a teen to 


pursue music like her father, Peter Phillips, whose has played with artists as 


diverse as Herbie Hancock, Maureen Fleming, and Philip Glass. Britta's first job 


was as the singing voice of cartoon rock star, Jem, of Jem & The Holograms.  


Soon after, she starred alongside Julia Roberts, Liam Neeson and Justine 
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Bateman in the movie Satisfaction. Britta then moved to London with her band, 


Belltower, where they joined the shoe-gazing scene. Belltower released one full-


length album, several EPs, and received accolades from the NME and Melody 


Maker. After returning to the U.S., Britta toured with Australian singer-


songwriter Ben Lee before joining Luna in 2000, and playing on the band’s final 


three albums. 


 


Anthony LaMarca (percussion, bass, guitar) was born in Youngstown, Ohio in 


1987. Instantly enamored with music, Anthony was rarely seen without a 


Walkman and a Genesis tape.  By the age of ten, he and his brother Angelo had 


gained regional recognition as performers.  Today they write and record under 


the name The Caledonia Mission.  Anthony joined Dean & Britta in 2007 after 


they heard him play at a party for fashion designer and fellow Ohioan Nanette 


Lepore.  Besides these projects, Anthony also appears on Young Lords’ Rodeo 


Songs and the forthcoming debut for French singer/songwriter Claire Denamur.   


Anthony studies jazz performance at The New School.  He would like to thank 


his family. 


 


Matt Sumrow (guitars, keyboards) was born in Atlanta, Georgia and raised in 


Roswell, Georgia, Charlotte, North Carolina and Mahwah, New Jersey. Born to a 


church-going, southern family, he was introduced early on to gospel music, 


started playing piano at age 6 and trumpet soon after that. Around 11 years old he 


started playing guitar and picked up on bass when it was needed. He started his 


first band as a freshman in high school at age 14, playing in clubs in and around 


Charlotte.  He attended the University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where 


he studied film and media, and medieval religion, along with the occasional 


music class.  Matt immersed himself in the music scene in Chapel Hill, NC, 


playing and touring the country in bands such as the Comas, the Mayflies USA, 


Cub Country, Jennyanykind, and Roman Candle.  Now located in Brooklyn, NY 
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he continues to pursue music, playing keyboard and guitar with Dean & Britta, 


also recording and performing with numerous bands including GIRLS and the 


Still Out. 


 


 


Re-mix, Re-envision: Commissioning Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests 


 


The central aspect of The Andy Warhol Museum’s mission is to inspire 


audiences by using our collection to create understanding and appreciation of the 


art and life of Andy Warhol.  One of the ways in which we try to achieve this is 


by re-contextualizing Warhol’s work in ways that resonate in contemporary 


culture. To illuminate the unwavering relevancy of an artist who always had an 


eye on the high/low crossroads and who created work that could be experienced 


equally well in a gallery, a cinema or a rock show, it seemed appropriate to use 


his films as a catalyst for a new performance commission. 


 


Among Warhol’s films, the Screen Tests seem to be intentioned for multiple 


presentation contexts. Not only were they shown at his studio, the Factory, and as 


short subjects in avant-garde screenings, but these silent, four-minute, film 


portraits were a primary visual component of Warhol’s multi-media happenings 


Andy Warhol Uptight (1966) and the Exploding Plastic Inevitable (1967).  These 


shows, featuring live performances by the Velvet Underground and Nico, provide 


a precedent and historic basis for this film/performance initiative.   


 


The first endeavor in commissioning a musician to compose, arrange, and 


perform songs for the films was to somehow make a selection from among the 


almost 300 Screen Tests that have been preserved. Warhol’s conceptual sub-


series Thirteen Most Beautiful Women and Thirteen Most Beautiful Boys 


presented a rather convenient and intriguing model for the structure of the 
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project.  Thirteen four-minute Screen Tests run about an hour, a fitting length for 


a live music set and thirteen is also an appropriate number of songs for a full-


length record.   Also, given that the four-minute length is typical of a standard 


pop song, we imagined that the music could involve a narrative songwriting 


approach with lyrics whose imagery could either tangentially evoke the 


“essence” of the filmed subject, particularly for the lesser known subjects, or 


provide a more direct homage. 


 


Dean Wareham and Britta Phillips are uniquely appropriate for this project on 


many levels, including the overall “dream pop” sensibility of their former indie-


pop band, Luna, known for its combination of both churning and languid 


rhythms, entrancingly melodic guitar hooks, and clever and wistful lyrics, as well 


as the often referenced Velvet Underground influence in their music.  In addition, 


Wareham and Phillips have a keen interest in 1960s Italian and French New 


Wave cinema and have created scores for contemporary films, such as Noah 


Baumbach’s The Squid & the Whale and Clean by Olivier Assayas. Their songs 


provide not only a new context for experiencing Warhol’s films, but also a 


juxtaposition that may reveal new or previously hidden qualities in these 


engaging film portraits.  


 


It has been an absolute pleasure developing this project with Dean & Britta and 


to see a performance tour come to fruition. And furthermore, the production of 


the DVD, which allows the project, the films, and the songs to reach a much 


larger audience, is thoroughly exciting and gratifying.  


 


Ben Harrison 


Associate Curator for Performance 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


 


Geralyn Huxley 
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Curator of Film & Video  


The Andy Warhol Museum 
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Contact 


Rick Armstrong 
E armstrongr@warhol.org 
T 412.237.8339
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Composed by Dean Wareham & Britta Phillips 


 


  


 
©2008 The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh, PA, a museum of Carnegie 


Institute.  


All rights reserved. Andy Warhol Screen Test: Jane Holzer (1964) 


16mm film, black and white, silent, 4 minutes at 16 frames per second 


 


 


Project Credit Line 


13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests, a project jointly 


commissioned by the Andy Warhol Museum and Pittsburgh Cultural Trust for 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


117 Sandusky Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5890 
T 412.237.8300 
F 412.237.8340 
W www.warhol.org 


One of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh 
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the Pittsburgh International Festival of Firsts 2008. 


 


Project Description 


The Andy Warhol Museum is proud to announce its debut performance 


commission involving the Museum’s film collection, titled 13 Most 


Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests. This project, which will 


premiere in Pittsburgh on October 24 & 25, 2008, was jointly commissioned by 


the Andy Warhol Museum and Pittsburgh Cultural Trust for the Pittsburgh 


International Festival of Firsts 2008. Songwriters, Dean Wareham & Britta 


Phillips, formerly of Luna and currently with Dean & Britta, have composed 


music for a selection of Warhol’s four-minute, silent film portraits, the Screen 


Tests, which will take the form of a multimedia performance featuring large scale 


video projection of the Screen Tests above the musicians performing live on 


stage. This project has been developed by  


Ben Harrison, Associate Curator for Performance, with Geralyn Huxley, Curator 


of Film and Video, and Greg Pierce, Assistant Curator of Film and Video of The 


Andy Warhol Museum.  


 


Screen Tests 


Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests, which number approximately 500, are revealing 


portraits of hundreds of different individuals, shot between 1964 and 1966. The 


subjects—both famous and anonymous— were visitors to his studio, the Factory. 


They were asked to pose, lit with a strong keylight, and filmed by Warhol with 


his stationary 16mm Bolex camera on silent, black and white, 100-foot rolls of 


film.  Each screen test lasted only as long as the roll of film. The resulting 2¾ 
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minute films were projected in slow motion so that each lasted four minutes.   


 


Many of the Screen Tests were included in shifting compilations such as the 


flatteringly-titled 13 Most Beautiful Women, 13 Most Beautiful Boys, and 50 


Fantastics and 50 Personalities, which were often projected in different versions, 


depending on who was in the audience or who Warhol wanted to please.  The 


Screen Tests were also used, as were other Warhol films, as part of the light show 


for his 1966 multi-media happening, the Exploding Plastic Inevitable.  In these 


shows The Velvet Underground and Nico performed their ear-splitting music, 


accompanied by Superstar dancers bathed in light from large projections of slides 


and films. 
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Photo by Michael Lavine 


 


Singer/guitarist Dean Wareham is, according to the New York Times, “a 


respected cultural figure who cut a wide swath through the ‘90s independent 


music scene.” Often sounding like a depressed slacker, Wareham has inspired a 


number of indie rockers to express their sadness with a wistful tenor. Wareham 


was born in Wellington, New Zealand, but moved to New York City in 1977. 


Wareham attended Harvard University where he earned a BA in Social Studies. 


After spending a year in Germany, Wareham returned to Boston, MA, in 1987 


and formed Galaxie 500 with his high school and college buddies Damon 


Krukowski (drums) and Naomi Yang (bass). Galaxie 500 released their first 


album, Today, in 1988, and were then signed to Rough Trade Records 


internationally. Although Galaxie 500 received little mainstream recognition, the 


band's languorous, narcotic rhythms — recalling the Velvet Underground and 


Joy Division — had a significant impact in shaping alternative subgenres such as 


shoegazer and slowcore. Wareham recorded three albums with Galaxie 500 


before leaving the group in 1991. Wareham then moved back to New York City, 


releasing the EP Anesthesia and contributing vocals to Mercury Rev's "Car Wash 


Hair." A year later Wareham started Luna with Justin Harwood (bass) of the 


Chills and Stanley Demeski (drums) from the Feelies. Named after Diane 


Keaton's character in the Woody Allen film Sleeper, Luna recorded five well-


received albums for Elektra Records through the nineties, all were staples at 


college radio. In 1999 Britta Phillips, formerly of the UK-based shoegazer band 


Belltower, replaced Harwood on bass, and Luna recorded another two albums for 


the independent label Jetset. Luna played their final shows in 2004, and 
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Wareham and Phillips now perform as Dean & Britta. Together they have 


recorded two breezy albums of covers and originals, both produced by Tony 


Visconti, and have also been active scoring films, notably Noah Baumbach’s 


acclaimed feature, The Squid & the Whale.  


 


Warhol as Filmmaker 


Andy Warhol is widely regarded as the most important artist of the second half of 


the 20th century, and he brought the vision of a successful artist to his filmmaking 


activities.  In 1979, P. Adams Sitney wrote in Visionary Film: The American 


Avant-Garde, 1943-1978, that “Warhol came to the avant-garde cinema in a way 


no one else had…He was a fully developed artist in one medium, and he entered 


another, not as a dabbler, but with a total commitment.  He immediately began to 


produce major cinema.  For years he sustained that production with undiminished 


intensity, creating, in that time, as many major films as any of his contemporaries 


had in a lifetime.”  From 1963 to 1971, Warhol produced an oeuvre comprised of 


more than 4,000 reels of film, including 500 original, 33-minute sound reels, 


more than 800 original, 2½-minute silent reels, and 2,800 reels of outtakes and 


prints.  Andy Warhol’s film work is highly influential in the history of 


experimental film, and this influence is being recognized in many exhibitions and 


publications.  His films have appeared in such exhibitions as Other Rooms, Other 


Voices, organized by the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, and Andy Warhol at 


the Queensland Museum of Modern Art in Brisbane, Australia. 


 


The Andy Warhol Museum Film Collection 


Between 1963 and 1972, Warhol produced approximately 1300 reels – or over 
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200 hours – of original footage, in addition to other motion picture material, 


including unreleased films, various prints, and outtakes.  In 1982, five years 


before he died, Andy Warhol agreed to allow the Whitney Museum of American 


Art in collaboration with The Museum of Modern Art in New York to retrieve 


his films from his studio, where they had been stored since he withdrew them 


from circulation in 1972, and begin a project to research and restore them with 


the intention of preserving them for future exhibition and study. The 


collaboration became The Andy Warhol Film Project, which continued after 


Warhol’s death in 1987 and is still in progress, supported by funding from The 


Andy Warhol Foundation, Inc. for the Visual Arts.  In 1997, the Foundation 


generously donated to the Warhol Museum the copyrights to all of the artist’s 


film and video material, as well as his entire video collection.   The original films 


were donated to The Museum of Modern Art.  Warhol films are shown every day 


at The Andy Warhol Museum, allowing visitors to see them in the context of 


eight floors of his work -- drawings, paintings, prints, and photographs -- and 


material from his vast archives.  Over twenty-five years after Warhol withdrew 


his films, they are now available in one place for enjoyment and research.  


Finally, after years of everyone just talking about the films, they can be seen and 


situated within a variety of cultural contexts so that a real understanding of their 


nature can begin. 
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Project contacts:  


Ben Harrison, Associate Curator for Performance  


The Andy Warhol Museum 


412-237-8366 


harrisonb@warhol.org 


 


Press contact: 


Rick Armstrong, Communications Manager 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


412-237-8339 


armstrongr@warhol.org 


 


 


Notes on the Beauties 


By Geralyn Huxley, curator of film and video, The Andy Warhol Museum 


 


Warhol observed, “I’ve never met a person I couldn’t call a beauty…I always 


hear myself saying, ‘She’s a beauty!’ or ‘He’s a beauty!’ or ‘What a beauty!’ 


but…if everybody’s not a beauty, then nobody is.”—THE Philosophy of Andy 


Warhol: (From A to B and Back Again), 1975  


The Andy Warhol Museum 


T
F
W 



mailto:harrisonb@warhol.org
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Richard Rheem 


Richard Rheem, a handsome, affluent young man from Fullerton, California 


carried on an avid correspondence with Warhol after having met the artist in San 


Francisco in 1966.  He eventually quit his job to move to New York and star in 


Warhol’s films, even sharing his townhouse on the edge of Manhattan’s Carnegie 


Hill, at 1342 Lexington Avenue for a brief time with the artist and his mother.  


He was in several films, only four of which are currently preserved–—three 


Screen Tests and the memorable feature, Mrs. Warhol, in which he plays the 


twenty-sixth husband of a former bathing beauty (played by Warhol’s mother, 


Julia). 


 


Ann Buchanan 


According to Callie Angell in her catalogue raisonné, Andy Warhol Screen Tests, 


Ann Buchanan was part of the Beat poetry set in California and New York, at 


one point sharing an apartment with Neal Cassady and Allen Ginsberg, who 


mentions her in his poems.  Described on the film box that held her Screen Test, 


as the “Girl Who Cries a Tear,” her portrait is one of the most memorable for her 


non-blinking tearful gaze, which Warhol proclaimed as “something wonderful 


marvelous.” 


 


Paul America  


In POPism: The Warhol Sixties, Warhol describes how his friend, producer 


Lester Persky, “‘discovered’ Paul at the discotheque Ondine and brought him 


around to the Factory.  Paul was unbelievably good-looking—like a comic-strip 
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drawing of Mr. America, clean-cut, handsome, very symmetrical (he seemed to 


be exactly six feet tall and weigh some nice round number).  I don’t remember 


how he got the name Paul America, unless it was because he was staying at the 


Hotel America on West 46th Street between Sixth and Seventh avenues, a super-


funky midtown hotel that was the kind of place Lenny Bruce, say, stayed in….” 


In addition to this Screen Test, Paul Johnson, aka America, appeared in Warhol’s 


film, My Hustler (1965), as well as an unreleased videotape portrait shot with a 


prototype Norelco camera in that year. 


 


Edie Sedgwick 


Edith Minturn Sedgwick, born in California to a rich, distinguished family, had 


had a difficult childhood, suffered a breakdown, and was abusing drugs even 


before she met Warhol in early 1965. Warhol was charmed by this “poor little 


rich girl” and made more than ten films featuring her in the short time she was at 


the Factory. He had wanted to make a film of an entire day of her life, and 


commented about her in his book THE Philosophy of Andy Warhol, “One person 


in the 60s fascinated me more than anybody I had ever known. And the 


fascination I experienced was probably very close to a certain kind of love.” In 


addition to the Warhol films, Edie is the subject of the film Ciao! Manhattan and 


the book Edie: American Girl by Jean Stein and George Plimpton. 


 


Billy Name 


In the early 1960s, Warhol regularly attended dance concerts at the Judson 


Church and met their lighting designer Billy Linich (later Billy Name), who he 


later invited to decorate his new studio on 47th Street with foil and silver paint.  
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Name stayed on at the Factory as an informal foreman and official photographer, 


as well as lighting designer for Warhol’s films until 1969.  Name was one of the 


few Warhol associates who were at the artist’s studio when he was shot by 


Valerie Solanas on June 3, 1968. According to Warhol, Name’s photos were “the 


only thing that ever came close” to capturing the feel of the 1960s Silver Factory. 
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Susan Bottomly 


Boston debutante Susan Bottomly was only seventeen when she was featured on 


the cover of Mademoiselle magazine in 1966, the same year she arrived at 


Warhol’s Factory and was given her Superstar moniker, International Velvet. 


Although she is featured in several Warhol films, only The Chelsea Girls and her 


Screen Test are currently restored.  In them, she is the Sixties-look incarnate: 


false eyelashes, thick, black eyeliner, long flipped hair with a towering tease and 


a fringe covering her eyebrows, and oversized dangling earrings.  


 


Dennis Hopper 


Well-known Hollywood actor Dennis Hopper, who worked with James Dean in 


the 1950s and directed Easy Rider in 1969, was one of the first collectors to 


acquire a Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup painting from their premiere show in Los 


Angeles in mid-1962.  The next year he threw a party for Warhol when the artist 


went to California to exhibit his Elvis and Liz portraits.  Hopper made a cameo 


appearance, dressed in a leopard-skin loin cloth, in Warhol’s 1963 film, Tarzan 


and Jane Regained…Sort Of, shot during that visit to Los Angeles.  Among 


Warhol’s video Factory Diaries is an extensive interview with the actor, 


accompanied by his future wife, Daria Halprin, by Glenn O’Brien and Michael 


Netter for the February 1972 issue of Interview magazine. Warhol also painted 


portraits of him and also his former wife, Brooke Hayward Hopper in the early 


1970s. 


 


Mary Woronov 


Mary Woronov studied at Cornell University before appearing in her first Warhol 
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film, Hedy, in 1965.  She later became a “whip dancer” in Warhol’s live multi-


media show the Exploding Plastic Inevitable, reinforcing her powerful 


performance as the domineering Hanoi Hanna in The Chelsea Girls (1966).  This 


pose set the tone for her future film persona, playing such roles as Calamity Jane 


in Death Race 2000 (1975) and Miss Togar in Rock ’n’ Roll High School (1979). 


 She is a distinguished artist and writer, as well as a cult screen actress who has 


appeared in over 100 films. 


 


Freddy Herko 


Herko was a dancer and choreographer associated with the loosely-organized 


Judson Dance Theater, an integral part of the New York avant-garde dance scene 


that had been brewing since the 1950s. He appeared in Andy Warhol’s early film 


Haircut (No. 1), with Billy Name (then Billy Linich) and influential dance guru 


James Waring, in whose company he also danced. Warhol wrote that Herko was 


“the Judson dancer I was absolutely fascinated with” and included him in a 


number of films before he danced through an open window to his death in 1964.   


 


Nico 


Born Christa Päffgen in Germany, Nico was a model and actress who met 


Warhol in Paris in May 1965.  When Warhol engaged the Velvet Underground 


after seeing them perform in Greenwich Village in late-December 1965, he 


almost immediately added Nico as a singer.  She performed in Warhol’s multi-


media shows Andy Warhol Up-tight and The Exploding Plastic Inevitable 


through mid-1967.  Noted for many love affairs with famous men, including 


Brian Jones and Bob Dylan, who wrote "I'll Keep It with Mine" for her in 1965, 







the warhol:  13 most beautiful…songs for andy 
warhol’s 


    project overview  
 
 


- more - 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


T
F
W 


Nico had a son with French actor Alain Delon, Ari Boulogne, who appears with 


her in a number of Warhol’s films, including The Chelsea Girls (1966).  Several 


of her eleven Screen Tests were used as background projections in The Exploding 


Plastic Inevitable.  She had an extensive musical career after leaving the Factory 


and also appeared in many films by French director Philippe Garrel. 


 


Ingrid Superstar 


Smiling and unassuming, Ingrid Von Scheven was a perky blond who joined the 


Factory crowd as Edie’s presence was diminishing. She fit in almost immediately 


and began appearing in many Warhol films and later wrote several brief, 


surprisingly astute “observations” of the Factory milieu.  Affectionately, Warhol 


wrote that she was “just an ordinarily nice-looking girl from Jersey with a big, 


wide bone structure posing as a glamour figure…and what was great was that it 


somehow worked.” When Warhol learned of her mysterious disappearance in 


February 1987, he noted in his Diary, “Brigid never even told me…I would’ve 


cared that Ingrid was missing.”  


 


Lou Reed 


While attending Syracuse University to study English in the early 1960s, Reed 


had a radio show that featured much of the music that influenced him, including 


doo wop. He met guitarist Sterling Morrison there; and later in New York 


working as a songwriter, he met Welsh violist John Cale. The trio eventually 


added Maureen Tucker as drummer and first performed as the Velvet 


Underground on December 11, 1965.  Although Lou Reed made eleven Screen 


Tests for Warhol, he appears in very few other Warhol films, except those in 
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which he is featured as a musician.  Since leaving the Velvet Underground in 


1970, Reed has continued an ambitious musical career, releasing over twenty-


five albums, as well as recently publishing a book of his photographs, Lou Reed's 


New York. Reed and Cale collaborated again in 1989 on Songs for Drella, a 


tribute to their late friend Andy Warhol. 


 


Jane Holzer 


Socialite and art collector Baby Jane Holzer, acclaimed in 1964 as “Girl of the 


Year” by Tom Wolfe in New York magazine, played in many Warhol films, 


including Soap Opera, as well as nine Screen Tests, several of which were 


included in the shifting compilation Thirteen Most Beautiful Women.  She 


introduced Warhol to Mick Jagger, and remained a friend of the artist until his 


death in 1987.  She is instantly recognizable for her fabulous mane of thick, 


blonde hair, which she had styled at Kenneth’s renowned salon before each 


performance. 
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Contact 


Rick Armstrong 
E armstrongr@warhol.org 
T 412.237.8339


The central aspect of The Andy Warhol Museum’s mission is to inspire 


audiences by using our collection to create understanding and appreciation of the 


art and life of Andy Warhol.  One of the ways in which we try to achieve this is 


by re-contextualizing Warhol’s work in ways that resonate in contemporary 


culture. To illuminate the unwavering relevancy of an artist who always had an 


eye on the high/low crossroads and who created work that could be experienced 


equally well in a gallery, a cinema or a rock show, it seemed appropriate to use 


his films as a catalyst for a new performance commission. 


 


Among Warhol’s films, the Screen Tests seem to be intentioned for multiple 


presentation contexts. Not only were they shown at his studio, the Factory, and as 


short subjects in avant-garde screenings, but these silent, four-minute, film 


portraits were a primary visual component of Warhol’s multi-media happenings 


Andy Warhol Uptight (1966) and the Exploding Plastic Inevitable (1967).  These 


shows, featuring live performances by the Velvet Underground and Nico, provide 


a precedent and historic basis for this film/performance initiative. 


 


The first endeavor in commissioning a musician to compose, arrange, and 


perform songs for the films was to somehow make a selection from among the 


almost 300 Screen Tests that have been preserved. Warhol’s conceptual sub-


series Thirteen Most Beautiful Women and Thirteen Most Beautiful Boys 


presented a rather convenient and intriguing model for the structure of the 


project.  Thirteen four-minute Screen Tests run about an hour, a fitting length for 


a live music set and thirteen is also an appropriate number of songs for a full-


length record.   Also, given that the four-minute length is typical of a standard 


pop song, we imagined that the music could involve a narrative songwriting 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


117 Sandusky Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5890 
T 412.237.8300 
F 412.237.8340 
W www.warhol.org 
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approach with lyrics whose imagery could either tangentially evoke the 


“essence” of the filmed subject, particularly for the lesser known subjects, or 


provide a more direct homage. 


 


Dean Wareham and Britta Phillips are uniquely appropriate for this project on 


many levels, including the overall “dream pop” sensibility of their former indie-


pop band, Luna, known for its combination of both churning and languid 


rhythms, entrancingly melodic guitar hooks, and clever and wistful lyrics, as well 


as the often referenced Velvet Underground influence in their music.  In addition, 


Wareham and Phillips have a keen interest in 1960s Italian and French New 


Wave cinema and have created scores for contemporary films, such as Noah 


Baumbach’s The Squid & the Whale and Clean by Olivier Assayas. Their songs 


provide not only a new context for experiencing Warhol’s films, but also a 


juxtaposition that may reveal new or previously hidden qualities in these 


engaging film portraits. 


 


It has been an absolute pleasure developing this project with Dean & Britta and 


to see a performance tour come to fruition.  This DVD, which allows the project, 


the films, and the songs to reach a much larger audience, is thoroughly exciting 


and gratifying. 


 


Ben Harrison 


Associate Curator for Performance 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


 


Geralyn Huxley 
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Curator of Film & Video  


The Andy Warhol Museum 


 


Special Thanks… 


Paul Organisak, VP of Programming at The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, and The 


Pittsburgh International Festival of Firsts for co-commissioning the performance 


of 13 Most Beautiful: Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests 


 


Rob Long and Doug McDermott from Clear Story Creative for the production 


design of the performance of 13 Most Beautiful: Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen 


Tests. 


 


Gary Hustwit of Plexi Productions for his thoughtful guidance through our first 


foray into DVD production.








 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests Begins U.S. Tour 


Contact 


T 


Rick Armstrong 
412.237.8339 


(Pittsburgh, PA)… September 26, 2008… The Andy Warhol Museum in 


collaboration with The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust presents 13 Most Beautiful…Songs 


for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests on October 24 and 25, 2008 as part of the Pittsburgh 


International Festival of Firsts 2008. The project is jointly commissioned by The 


Warhol and The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust and was developed by The Warhol staff 


members Ben Harrison, associate curator for performance, Geralyn Huxley, curator 


of film and video and Greg Pierce, assistant curator of film and video. The 


Pittsburgh International Festival of Firsts 2008 is curated by Paul Organisak, V.P., 


Programming and Executive Director, Pittsburgh Dance Council and Ben Harrison 


of The Warhol and runs October 10 – 25, 2008. 


armstrongr@warhol.orgE  
 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 
Andy Warhol, Screen Test: Jane Holzer, 
(1964) ©2008 AWM 


 


 
 
Dean Wareham and Britta Phillips 


  


This project features music by composed and performed by Dean Wareham and 


Britta Phillips, both formerly of the indie NYC downtown band Luna, for a selection 


of Warhol’s four-minute, silent film portraits.  The duo currently performs as Dean 


and Britta. The project will take the form of a multimedia performance featuring a 


large scale video projection of Warhol’s Screen Tests above the musicians 


performing live on stage.  “Dean Wareham & Britta Phillips have a sensibility about 


their songwriting that is romantically drowsy and dreamy with both languid and 


churning rhythms and lyrics full of vivid imagery that seems uniquely appropriate to 


the levitating and transfixing qualities of Warhol’s film portraits, the Screen Tests”, 


Harrison said. 


 


The 13 Most Beautiful…Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests project will tour to 


various contemporary arts centers, museums and festivals throughout the U.S. 


including the Wexner Center for the Arts in Columbus, Ohio on November 20, 


2008; Lincoln Center’s American Songbook, The Allen Room, New York, NY on 


January 17, 2009; Vancouver, PuSH Festival, January 30, 2009; Seattle Art 


Museum on February 6, 2009; Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, MN on February 


28, 2009; MCA Chicago on March 7, 2009; and Mass MoCA, North Adams, MA on 


March 28, 2009. 
The Andy Warhol Museum 


117 Sandusky Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5890 Warhol’s Screen Tests, which number approximately 500, were shot by the artist 


between 1964 and 1966.  Screen Tests are revealing portraits of both famous and 
 412.237.8300 
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anonymous visitors to his studio, the Factory. The subjects were asked to pose, lit 


with a strong keylight, and filmed by Warhol, or an assistant. He used his stationary 


16mm Bolex camera on silent, black and white, 100-foot rolls of film.  Each screen 


test lasted only as long as the roll of film. The resulting 2 1/2 minute films were then 


projected in slow motion so that each lasted four minutes.   


 


Many of the Screen Tests were included in shifting compilations such as the 


flatteringly-titled 13 Most Beautiful Women, 13 Most Beautiful Boys, and 50 


Fantastics and 50 Personalities, which were often projected in different versions, 


depending on who was in the audience or who Warhol wanted to please.  The 


Screen Tests were also used, as were other Warhol films, as part of the light show 


for his 1966 multi-media happening, the Exploding Plastic Inevitable.  In these 


shows The Velvet Underground and Nico performed their music, accompanied by 


Superstar dancers bathed in light from large projections of slides and films. 


 


The Andy Warhol Museum Film Collection 


Warhol brought the vision of a successful artist to his filmmaking activities. From 


1963 to 1971, Warhol produced an oeuvre comprised of more than 4,000 reels of 


film, including 500 original, 33-minute sound reels, more than 800 original, 2½-


minute silent reels, and 2,800 reels of outtakes and prints. His films have appeared 


in such exhibitions as Other Rooms, Other Voices, organized by the Stedelijk 


Museum in Amsterdam, and Andy Warhol at the Queensland Museum of Modern 


Art in Brisbane, Australia. 


 


In 1982, five years before he died, Warhol agreed to allow the Whitney Museum of 


American Art in collaboration with The Museum of Modern Art in New York to 


retrieve his films from his studio, where they had been stored since he withdrew 


them from circulation in 1972, and begin a project to research and restore them with 


the intention of preserving them for future exhibition and study. The collaboration 


became The Andy Warhol Film Project, which continued after Warhol’s death in 


1987 and is still in progress. In 1997, the Foundation donated to the Warhol 


Museum the copyrights to all of the artist’s film and video material, as well as his 


entire video collection.  The original films were donated to The Museum of Modern 


Art. Warhol films and video are shown every day at The Warhol.  


- more - 
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Ticket Information 


Tickets $25; call 412-456-6666 


Tickets for this event are scheduled to go on sale July 25, 2008 at 9 a.m. For 


questions about this event or for more ticket information, please contact the Box 


Office at Theater Square at 412-456-6666. 


http://www.pgharts.org/events/  


 


 
The Andy Warhol Museum receives state arts funding support through a grant from 
the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania; the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency and The 
Heinz Endowments. Further support is provided by the Allegheny Regional Asset 
District. 
 
 
 


 
 
Located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the place of Andy Warhol's birth, The Warhol 
is one of the most comprehensive single-artist museums in the world.  The Andy 
Warhol Museum is one of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh.  Additional 
information about The Warhol is available at www.warhol.org. 
 
Phone:  412.237.8300 
Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat, and Sun 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Fri 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Mon closed 
Good Fridays - Every Friday, 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Admission: Members - free, Adults - $12, Sr. Citizens -$8,  
Children/Students - $8,  
The Warhol Store/The Warhol Café - free 



http://www.pgharts.org/events/eventDetails.aspx?id=15435

http://www.warhol.org/
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1. Permission to reproduce is conditional on the unequivocal acceptance of the 


following regulations. Any breach of these terms will result in the revocation of 


permission to reproduce. Payment of appropriate compensation or damages to 


AWM by the applicant will be pursued. 


 


2. Reproduction permission for media purposes covers only the specific use 


detailed by the Marketing Office. Additional use of any kind is not covered by 


the original permission to reproduce. 


 


3. It is expressly understood by the Applicant that AWM does not hold 


intellectual property rights in Andy Warhol artworks except those from AWM's 


film and video collection. The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. 


holds intellectual property rights in the name and likeness of Andy Warhol and 


certain Andy Warhol artworks. It is also understood that certain Andy Warhol 


artworks contain intellectual property rights held by individuals and entities other 


than AWM or The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. Applicant 


shall be responsible for securing said rights. 


 


4. AWM makes no warranties and assumes no responsibility whatsoever for any 


claims, royalties, or fees demanded by an artist, his agent, estate, or by any other 


party in connection with the reproduction of artworks in AWM's collections. The 


applicant agrees to indemnify AWM against any and all such claims, demands, 


and/or actions, including the costs thereof, arising as a result of the applicant's 


reproduction of the Museum's artworks.    


 


5. Reproduction of images in AWM's collections that are not obtained directly 
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from AWM is strictly prohibited.    


 


6. AWM does not supply images to companies or individuals operating a 


photograph rental and/or sales service. Any commercial use of AWM's images is 


strictly prohibited. 


 


7. The following copyright information must appear in immediate proximity to 


the reproduction, or in an acknowledgements section of the publication: artist, 


title, year, credit line, copyright holder (if different than AWM credit line), photo 


credit. Any changes to or fraudulent representation of the copyright information 


specified by AWM is strictly prohibited.   


  


8. Images reproduced for print media may not be cropped or bled of the page or 


printed in a single color other than black. Images reproduced for electronic media 


may not by cropped or distorted in any way and image resolution may not exceed 


1500 x 1500 pixels and 78 dpi. Reproductions of details of artworks must contain 


the word "detail" in the caption. The paint area of the composition, or the area 


within the outline of a sculpture, may not be masked out, superimposed with type 


matter, or in any way altered or defaced. Reproductions that bleed are therefore 


only permitted in the case of "details." 


 





