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THE ANDY WARHOL MUSEUM PRESENTS DEADLY MEDICINE: 
CREATING THE MASTER RACE, OPENING DECEMBER 17 

 
(Pittsburgh, PA)…December 1, 2006…A look into the Nazi regime’s genocide of 
millions of Jews and other minorities through “racial hygiene” is illustrated in the 
latest exhibition at The Andy Warhol Museum.  Contemporary ethical issues such as 
applied genetic research and medically-assisted suicide are evoked through this 
historic tale of “science as salvation” during the Holocaust. Deadly Medicine: 
Creating the Master Race presents a look into the murder of six million Jews in the 
name of applied biology.  

  

 
Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race will be presented at The Andy Warhol 
Museum from December 17 through March 18, 2007. The exhibition explores both 
the then-contemporary scientific and pseudo-scientific thought of human genetic 
makeup that lie at the root of the Holocaust. 

 
 
 

 
Early theories of “eugenics” arose from Charles Darwin’s “survival of the fittest,” 
and its application to humans in eliminating those seen as “inferior” to the 
population.  Heightened awareness about the spread of crime, social unrest and 
disease during the late 19th and early 20th centuries led to many proponents of this 
theory, including leaders and citizens in the United States. To many, eugenics 
seemed to offer a solution - in the name of science. 
 
The theory that was once proposed to improve public health and reduce human 
suffering was exploited by the Nazi regime in justifying the mass murder of Jews 
and other minorities. The seemingly positive aspects of eugenics such as measures 
to increase the birth rate paralleled the mass sterilization of the “feebleminded,” 
mentally ill, and others with alleged genetic defects. The exhibition portrays a 
radicalized form of eugenics and its pivotal role in the racist ideology the Holocaust 
was built upon, as seen in a chilling statement by Adolf Hitler in the 1925 Mein 
Kampf. 
 
“The national state…must set race in the center of all life. It must take care to keep 
it pure. It must declare the child to be the most precious treasure of the people. It 
must see to it that only the healthy beget children…The state must act as the 
guardian of a millennial future in the face of which the wishes and the selfishness of 
the individual must appear as nothing…It must put the most modern medical means 
in the service of this knowledge.” –Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf (1925) 

 
 
International Hygiene Exhibition, 1911 
promotional poster:  The eugenics movement 
pre-dated Nazi Germany.  A 1911 exhibition at 
the German Hygiene Museum in Dresden 
included a display on human heredity and ideas 
to improve it.  The exhibition poster features 
the Enlightenment’s all-seeing eye of God, 
adapted from the ancient Egyptian “Eye of 
Ra,” symbolizing fitness or health. Credit:  
Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin 

 
Under cover of war, Hitler authorized the “euthanasia” murders of infants and of 
institutionalized Germans judged incurable, a secret program which provided a 
model for the mass murder of Europe’s Jews. Other Nazi programs that aimed to rid 
Germany of biological threats to the nation’s health targeted “foreign-blooded” Sinti 
and Roma (Gypsies), Slavs, and homosexuals. Many German scientists and 
physicians legitimized and, in varying degrees, helped implement Nazi eugenic and 
“euthanasia” programs. 
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Deadly Medicine presents a history of the Nazi biological state through more than 
50 artifacts, survivor testimony and almost 200 photographs and photographic 
reproductions. The exhibition includes such chilling images as those of blind 
German children examining plaster head models to recognize different races, as well 
as rare film footage of the “glass man,” joined by the model of a “glass woman,” 
showcased in Nazi Germany as the embodiment of superior genetics. The exhibition 
draws on 40 archival sources from around the world. 
 
"Deadly Medicine offers vivid and chilling evidence of man's ability to countermand 
the clarity and precision of science and law in the service of political expediency 
and totalitarian philosophy which has, as its end point, the purification and 
perfection of humanity.  However, let us not delude ourselves into thinking that such 
behavior was limited to a discrete period in modern history.  Current events show 
that such racist thinking and its attendant nefarious butchery are happening at this 
moment.  The presentation at The Warhol will attempt to show that in the ‘pursuit of 
perfection’ whether in art, science, or human endeavor can often lead to horrendous 
consequences.  We must never forget this,” stated Thomas Sokolowski, director of 
The Andy Warhol Museum.   
 
EXHIBITION RELATED PROGRAMS 
 
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Susan Bachrach curator at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
in Washington, D.C. 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 
University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine 
Scaife Hall - Lecture Room #6 
6 p.m. 
The United State Holocaust Museum and the C. F. Reynolds Medical History Society are co-
sponsoring a special lecture on Nazi medicine. The speaker will be Dr. Susan Bachrach, 
curator of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. and of the exhibition 
Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race exhibition. This lecture is open to public and 
there is no admission fee. 
 
 
 
This exhibition is organized by United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
Washington, DC, and curated by its Curator of Special Exhibitions, Susan Bachrach.  
 
Deadly Medicine is sponsored in part by The Samberg Family Foundation, the Dorot 
Foundation, the Viterbi Family Foundation of the Jewish Community Foundation, and the 
Rosenbluth Family—Al, Sylvia, Bill, and Jerry. Additional support was provided by the 
Takiff Family Foundation and the David Berg Foundation. 
 
This presentation of the exhibition is a collaboration between The Andy Warhol Museum 
and the Holocaust Center of the United Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh. 
 
Major support for the exhibition in Pittsburgh is provided by UPMC. 
  
Additional support for the Pittsburgh presentation of the exhibition is provided in part by 
The Jewish Healthcare Foundation, The Giant Eagle Foundation, The Joseph and Violet 
Soffer Family Foundation, The Foster Charitable Trust, FISA Foundation, Donald Robinson 
and William Rackoff. 
  
The exhibition programs are presented in collaboration with the University of Pittsburgh. 
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The Andy Warhol Museum receives state arts funding support through a grant from 
the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania; the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency and The 
Heinz Endowments. Further support is provided by the Allegheny Regional Asset 
District. 
 

 
 
Located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the place of Andy Warhol’s birth, The Warhol 
is one of the most comprehensive single-artist museums in the world. The Andy 
Warhol Museum is one of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh. Additional 
information about The Warhol is available at www.warhol.org.  
### 
 
Phone: 412.237.8300 
Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat, and Sun 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
  Fri, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
  Mon closed 
Admission: Members – free 
  Good Fridays 5-10 p.m., Half-price Museum admission 
  Adults - $12, Sr. Citizens - $9, Children/Students - $8 
  The Warhol Store/The Warhol Café – free 
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